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A PHENOMENOLOGICAL ETHICS 

Phenomenologists are sometimes taken to task for not 

providing an ethics as part of their philosophy. Sometimes a 

more fundamental complaint is made: phenomenology cannot yield an 

ethics. Phenomenology, after all, is primarily descriptive, and 

since a descriptive Is cannot lead to a normative Ought, 

phenomenology by its very nature cannot provide an ethics. 

In this paper I wish to contend that an ethics does indeed 

grow out of phenomenology, even though phenomenology is primarily 

descriptive. The sort of ethics that results may not be a 

traditional sort, and it may not do what we have traditionally 

asked ethics to do. But a main aim of this paper is to show that 

the traditional methods of ethics rely implicitly on an insight 

phenomenology makes explicit and uses, and that the traditional 

aims become modified once one recognizes the tradition's implicit 

use of this insight. 

I will thus be arguing that traditional ethics cannot do 

what it claims to do, and in what it in fact does we find a clue 

for the genuine (and phenomenological) method and aim of ethics. 
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p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s t u d y  o f  m o r a l i t y ;  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w i l l  become 

c lear ,  I p r e f e r  t h e  p h r a s e  " p h i l o s o p h y  o f  m o r a l i t y 1 ' ,  b u t  f o r  now 

w i l l  u s e  t h e  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  p h r a s e . ]  L e t  m e  p r o p o s e  o n e :  

A n y t h i n g  t h a t  b e g i n s  w i t h  R is e v i l ,  a n d  o n l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  b e g i n  

w i t h  R are e v i l .  

How is i t  t h a t  w e  d e c i d e  t h e  R P r i n c i p l e  is wrong?  A f t e r  

a l l ,  i t  w o r k s  f o r  r a p e ,  r o b b e r y ,  r a m p a g i n g ,  a n d  u s i n g  t h e  r a c k .  

Bu t  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  starts w i t h  R,  a n d  t h u s  m u s t  b e  d e c l a r e d  e v i l .  

F u r t h e r  more, m u r d e r  d o e s  n o t ,  a n d  s o  c a n n o t  b e  c a l l e d  e v i l .  We 

t h u s  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  t h e  R P r i n c i p l e .  

We d i d  so  f o r  a s i m p l e  r e a s o n :  t h e  R P r i n c i p l e  d o e s  n o t  

e n a b l e  u s  t o  make t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w e  a l r e a d y  know are t o  be 

made. Our  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  m u r d e r  is w r o n g  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  o u r  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e  R P r i n c i p l e  is r i g h t .  I t a k e  i t  as a 

p r i n c i p l e  o f  phenomenology t h a t  when t h e o r i e s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

c a r e f u l l y  o b s e r v e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  t h e o r y  is t o  be d i s c a r d e d ,  or  

a t  l e a s t  cal led i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  T h u s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  as  

u n w i t t i n g  p h e n o m e n o l o g i s t s  a l l  a l o n g  ( a l t h o u g h ,  i n  a s t r o n g  

s e n s e ,  t o  o p e r a t e  as  a n  u n w i t t i n g  p h e n o m e n o l o g i s t  i s  n o t  t o  

o p e r a t e  as  a p h e n o m e n o l o g i s t  a t  a l l . )  

T h i s  is a s i l l y  e x a m p l e ,  h o w e v e r .  L e t  u s  t a k e  a more 

p l a u s i b l e  o n e ,  t h e  U t i l i t a r i a n  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  a n  act  is w r o n g  i f  

i t  r e s u l t s  i n  a n  o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  o f  p a i n  a n d  good i f  i t  r e s u l t s  

i n  a n  o v e r a l l  i n  case o f  p l e a s u r e .  L e t  u s  s a y  you p r e s e n t  t h a t  
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to your Intro Ethics students for their consideration. You give 

some examples where it works. But then you allow them to find 

(or present to them) some examples where, under somewhat bizarre 

circumstances, the principle would require one to kill the 

innocent. The students now reject the principle, and so you move 

on to Rule Utilitarianism. 

What you have done is not merely a pedagogic trick. It is 

in fact how we decide about proposed moral principles.[I leave 

out of account moral principles which are self-contradictory, 

which we can reject without looking to imagined cases at all. 

But such principles are rarely proposed. And by self- 

contradictory, I do not mean in Kant's sense in which the outcome 

of universalization would be a world in which the practice could 

not be indulged. I mean principles such as "Thou shalt kill and 

not kill the. same person i.n the same way at the same time.'' We 

see if they work. But 'work' means 'guide us in the way we 

alreadv know is correct.' Even though they sound prescriptive, 

we only accept them if they are in fact descriptive of what we 

already know is right and wrong. In this sense, all ethicians 

are unwitting phenomenologists in that they judge principles by 

how well they describe experience (or, instead of 'experience', 

'how we are in our world'). 

One arrives at this same conclusion by asking a closely 

related question: Why is it that counter-examples are so 

effective in showing proposed ethical principles to be 

inadequate? By giving a counter-example, the philosopher 

presents a case in which we all know what is right and wrong, and 
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pet a case which the moral principle fails to distinguish 

correctly. Counter-examples rely upon the pre-philosophical 

moral sense of the interlocutors. This is perfectly proper, and 

although ethicians may or may not be happy about it, 

phenomenologists are delighted. 

But surely that is only a first step. If a moral principle 

survives the vetting of counter-examples, it can then be used to 

decide about the morality of unclear examples. Thus ethics is 

more than merely descriptive. 

Here it is important to notice two points: 1) This 

methodology is modeled on science's and is inductive: because the 

principle works in all the cases we have imagined, we assume it 

will work in other cases. But traditional expands not to similar 

cases but to harder cases where the principles may not work as 

well. 2) Ethics learns its trade with the usual cases but works 

with the unusual. There may be something methodologically 

suspect about this; it may be akin to basing a theory of language 

on what happens when people have a word on the tip of their 

tongue. 

It is worthwhile, in any case, simply to notice that ethics 

rests on a descriptive base. Phenomenology concerns itself with 

that base. This is one place where a phenomenological ethics can 

begin. 

But it may sound as if all that I have said has been said 

before by Intuitionists. After all, I seem to be saying that we 

have some strange way of immediately knowing what is right and 

wrong, and this sense is to be trusted more than our intellectual 

attempt to come up with an abstract principle. 
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T h a t  is n o t  w h a t  I m e a n t .  1) I n t u i t i o n i s m  p r o p o s e s  a 

f a c u l t y  w h i c h  is uncanny .  Phenomenology  c a n  n e v e r  s a y  a n y t h i n g  

too s t r a n g e ,  f o r  i t  is c o m m i t t e d  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  how w e  a c t u a l l y  

l i v e  i n  o u r  w o r l d .  I c a n n o t  locate a f a c u l t y ,  or e x e r c i s e ,  of 

i n t u i t i o n  i n  my own l i f e ,  a n d  I d o u b t  t h a t  you  c a n  e i t h e r .  2) 

T h e  i d e a  o f  i n t u i t i o n  seems t o  i n v o l v e  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i f  X i s  

i n t u i t e d ,  s i n c e  X is known t h r o u g h  i n t u i t i o n ,  X c a n n o t  b e  wrong .  

B u t  t h a t  is n o t  so  o f  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s .  To  d e s c r i b e  human 

l i f e  as b e i n g  i n  a n y  m e a n i n g f u l  s e n s e  i n f a l l i b l e  a b o u t  a n y  

i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  t o  m i s d e s c r i b e  human l i f e .  

[ T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a s e n s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  w h i c h  w e  c a n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

W i t t g e n s t e i n ,  claim t h a t  some so r t s  o f  t h i n g s  w e  c a n n o t  b e  

m i s t a k e n  a b o u t  a l t h o u g h  w e  c a n  h a v e  m e n t a l  b r e a k d o w n s  t h a t  c a u s e  

u s  t o  g e t  t h e m  wrong.  S e e  C e r t a i n t v . ]  3 )  I n t u i t i o n i s m  

p r o v i d e s  a c o g n i t i v e  f a c u l t y  as t h e  s o u r c e  o f  o u r  e t h i c a l  

k n o w l e d g e .  P h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  i s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e t h i c a l  

k n o w l e d g e ,  fo r  w e  are n o t  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  as k n o w - e r s ,  n o t  

e v e n  as  i n t u i t i o n a l  know-ers .  A s  I s h a l l  s o o n  t r y  t o  s h o w ,  w e  do 

n o t  come b y  t h e  v a l u e s  w h i c h  a l l ow  u s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  

c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e  ( a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t ,  w h i c h  allow u s  t o  l i v e  a 

h u m a n  l i f e )  b y  k n o w i n g  t h e m .  T h e y  a re  i n s t e a d  p a r t  o f  t h e  way i n  

w h i c h  w e  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y .  

I t  may seem, t h e n ,  t h a t  I a m  s a y i n g  t h a t  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

are d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  t h a t  

o n c e  a p r i n c i p l e  h a s  b e e n  v e r i f i e d ,  i t  may b e  a p p l i e d  t o  n e w  

cases. T h u s ,  e t h i c s  starts o u t  d e s c r i p t i v e  b u t  f r o m  t h i s  

d e v e l o p s  a n o r m a t i v e  c a p a c i t y .  B u t  t h a t  i n  f a c t  is n o t  w h a t  I 
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mean. T h a t  p l a c e s  f a r  too much e m p h a s i s  on p r i n c i p l e s .  1) We d o  

n o t  l i v e  by p r i n c i p l e s .  2) We o n l y  t u r n  t o  p r i n c i p l e s  when w e  

are u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  how t o  ac t .  3) The  e m p h a s i s  on  p r i n c i p l e s  

d e r i v e s  f r o m  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on  u s i n g  e t h i c s  t o  s o l v e  e t h i c a l  

d i l e m m a s  ( and  t h u s  from t h e  n a t u r e  o f  modern  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

e t h i c s ) .  4) T h a t  e m p h a s i s  c o v e r s  u p  a )  o u r  real r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r  

w o r l d ,  b )  t h e  real way we r e s o l v e  e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a s .  I n  s h o r t ,  

t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  d u e  t o t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  t h i n k i n g  o f  

e t h i c s  i n  terms of knowledge :  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e t h i c s  i s  by n a t u r e  

r e f l e c t i v e ,  and  so  i t  r a t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  i t  i s  

s t u d y i n g  a form o f  r a t i o n a l  b e h a v i o r .  Bu t  i t  i s  n o t .  

We n e e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  role  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .  I f  w e  c a n  

r e a c h  p r i n c i p l e s  i n d u c t i v e l y  by e x a m i n i n g  cases a b o u t  wh ich  w e  

are s u r e  and  t h e n  u s e  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  se t t l e  t h e  h a s h  of 

cases t h a t  c o n f u s e  u s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h i c s  e m e r g e s  i n t a c t :  i t  

b e g i n s  f r o m  a p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  b a s e  b u t  manages  t o  escape i t  by 

r e a c h i n g  p r i n c i p l e s .  I w a n t  t o  a r g u e  i n s t e a d  t h a t  e v e n  a t  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  p r i n c i p l e s ,  e t h i c s  c a n  o n l y  work  by i m p l i c i t l y  r e l y i n g  

on  a p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c a n  

best be d i s c u s s e d  by phenomenology.  T h u s ,  e t h i c s  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  

i n t o  t w o  p a r t s :  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  b e g i n n i n g ,  s c i e n t i f i c - r a t i o n a l  

c o n c l u s i o n .  

But  f i rs t  i t  is  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i m p l i e d  by 

t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h i c s '  a c c o u n t  o f  moral human b e h a v i o r  i s  wrong  t o  

t h e  p o i n t  o f  b i z a r r e n e s s .  I n  e v e r y d a y  a c t i v i t y ,  humans d o  n o t  

a p p l y  p r i n c i p l e s .  We p a y  f o r  t h e  p r e t z e l  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  a p p l y  

a p r i n c i p l e  o f  j u s t i c e .  We d r o p  a do l l a r  i n t o  t h e  beggar's c u p  

w i t h o u t  p o n d e r i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of c h a r i t y .  We s l o w  down a t  a n  
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i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  t r a f f i c  

o b e d i e n c e .  Indeed ,  when do  w e  e v e r  c o n s u l t  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ?  

I f  you are t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  v e r y  l i k e l y  i t  is  

b e c a u s e  you a r e  f e e l i n g  l o s t  a b o u t  wha t  t o  do. But  t h o s e  c a s e s  

are rare. I n  o r d i n a r y  l i f e  t h e  t i m e s  w e  mus t  ponde r  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  

d r a f t ,  o r  c a p i t a l  punishment  a r e  i n f r e q u e n t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  t i e m s  

w e  ponde r  a t  a l l  are i n f r e q u e n t .  (Even t h e n ,  as P s h a l l  soon  

m a i n t a i n ,  you are n o t  f r e e  f rom t h e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e . )  

P h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l l y ,  i t  is  s i m p l y  a m i s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  human l i f e  

t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  o p e r a t e  by subsuming  cases u n d e r  p r i n c i p l e s .  The 

o n l y  e v i d e n c e  f o r  i t  is t h a t  when s tumped  by a n  e t h i c a l  d i l emma,  

w e  s t a r t  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  p r i n c i p l e s .  B u t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  w e  d o  s o  

o r d i n a r i l y  would be  a s  f o o l i s h  as a s s u m i n g  t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  we 

u n d e r s t a n d  what  p e o p l e  are s a y i n g  by l o o k i n g  u p  t h e i r  w o r d s  i n  

t h e  d i c t i o n a r y .  

L e t  u s  g r a n t  t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  w e  d o  n o t  b e h a v e  by c o n s u l t i n g  

p r i n c i p l e s .  Even so,  are w e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y ?  

I s n ' t  i t  t h e  case t h a t  e t h i c s  is needed  p r e c i s e l y  when o u r  

o r d i n a r y  f l u e n c y  i n  mora l  matters is  l o s t ?  And i n  t h o s e  cases 

w e  a p p l y  p r i n c i p l e s .  Thus ,  i t  may seem e t h i c s  is  r i g h t  t o  p u r s u e  

p r i n c i p l e s .  

The re  is no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  b e i n g  

w o r t h w h i l e .  Even i f  w e  n e v e r  behave  by c o n s u l t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i t  

m i g h t  w e l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  and r e w a r d i n g  t o  f i n d  i f  t h e r e  are 

p r i n c i p l e s  which  c h a r a c t e r i z e  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  A f t e r  a l l ,  g a s  

m o l e c u l e s  do  n o t  c o n s u l t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  behave  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r i n c i p l e s .  But o b s e r v i n g  b e h a v i o r  t o  d e r i v e  
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t h r o u g h  i n d u c t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of human b e h a v i o r  i s  a job fo r  

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  a n d  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  n o t  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  I t  is  f a r  

from clear t ha t  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  p u r s u i t  w i l l  y i e l d  n o r m a t i v e  

P r e p  

B u t  e v e n  i n  t h e  rare  cases i n  w h i c h  o n e  d o e s  c o n s u l t  e t h i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  o n e  m u s t  a s k  w h a t  g i v e s  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h e i r  f o r c e .  

T h i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  see t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e  u n u s u a l  c a s e s  ( i . e . ,  

o n e s  i n  w h i c h  w e c o n s u l t p r i n c i p l e s ) ,  w e  r e l y  o n  t h e  p r e -  

r e f l e c t i v e .  

T h e r e  is  s o m e t h i n g  p e c u l i a r  a b o u t  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  a n  

' 'ought"  i n  i t .  Agreement  t o  i t  m u s t  be more t h a n  m e r e l y  v e r b a l .  

They demand s o m e t h i n g  o f  u s .  How c a n  t h i s  be p o s s i b l e ?  (An 

a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  m i g h t  h e l p  u s  t o w a r d  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

"Why s h o u l d  1 be moral?".)  T h a t  i s ,  t h e r e  is s e n s e  i n  s a y i n g  

t h a t  s o m e o n e  w h o  s a y s  h e  a g r e e s  w i t h  "One o u g h t  n o t  d o  XI' b u t  who  

d o e s  X n o n e t h e l e s s  r e a l l y  h a s  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s e n t e n c e .  T h e  

p o w e r  of Ought  s t a t e m e n t s  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  d i s t i n c t i v e .  What 

g i v e s  t h e m  t h a t  p o w e r ?  

A s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t y p i c a l l y  when I  t e a c h  

a c o u r s e  i n  e t h i c s .  I g i v e  my s t u d e n t s  a n  Ought  s t a t e m e n t ,  a 

moral p r i n c i p l e ,  s u c h  as w h a t  w e  c a n  c a l l  t h e  S a m a r i t a n  P r i n c i p l e  

t h a t  i f  o n e  c a n  a l l e v i a t e  a g r e a t  e v i l  a t  l i t t l e  cost t o  o n e s e l f ,  

t h e n  o n e  o u g h t  to.  I f  you c a n  s t o p  c r u s h i n g  a d o g ' s  t a i l  s i m p l y  

by l e a n i n g  f o r w a r d  i n  y o u r  r o c k i n g  c h a i r ,  t h e n  you  o u g h t  t o  d o  

so. A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  most s t u d e n t s  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  

p r i n c i p l e .  ( I t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  n o n e  n e e d s  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  

o r d e r  t o  see w h a t  t h e  correct t h i n g  t o  d o  i n  t h a t  case would  be.)  

B u t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  many of t h e m  h a v e  b o u g h t  
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new s t e r e o s ,  new r e c o r d  a l b u m s ,  new d r e s s  s h o e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  

money  t h e y  s p e n t  o n t h o s e i t e m s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d t o  f e e d  

p e o p l e  who are s t a r v i n g  t o  d e a t h .  Even t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who a g r e e  

w i t h  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a m a r i t a n  P r i n c i p l e  ( a n d  who h a v e  

r e j e c t e d  o p p o s i n g  a r g u m e n t s  s u c h  as "The money w o u l d n ' t  h e l p  

anyway ,"  e t c . )  d o  n o t  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  s tereos,  a l b u m s ,  a n d  d r e s s  

s h o e s .  Why n o t ?  Why i s n ' t  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  

e n o u g h ?  O r ,  t o  t a k e  a d i f f e r e n t  e x a m p l e ,  s t u d e n t s  may come t o  

a g r e e  t h a t  i t  is w r o n g  t o  c a u s e  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u f f e r i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  way a n i m a l s  are r a i s e d  f o r  s l a u g h t e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  

g e n e r a l l y  c a u s e s  t h e m  great s u f f e r i n g .  They may e v e n  a g r e e  t h a t  

e a t i n g  meat is u n n e c e s s a r y .  Y e t  f e w  o f  t h e m  w i l l  g i v e  u p  meat. 

Why n o t ?  Why i s n ' t  r a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  

e n o u g h ?  

Moral p r i n c i p l e s  d o  n o t  m o t i v a t e  u s .  T h e  more w e  j u s t  s t a r e  

a t  t h e m ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  i t  is  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s t a r t  t o  s t a n d  

b e f o r e  u s  as mere words .  H o w  c a n  w o r d s  r e q u i r e  a c t i o n ?  

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  X is o u r  d u t y  b u t  l o s i n g  o u r  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  d o  X ,  

w e  become moral m o n s t e r s .  

What t h e n  d o e s  m o t i v a t e  u s ?  A s t u d e n t  unmoved by t h e  

S a m a r i t a n  P r i n c i p l e  s t i l l  l i k e l y  w o u l d  g i v e  a s t a r v i n g  p e r s o n  t h e  

money  t h e  s t u d e n t  w a s  a b o u t  t o  s p e n d  o n  a r e s t a u r a n t  meal i f  t h e  

s t a r v i n g  p e r s o n  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  

A p e r s o n  who h a s  s e e n  t h e  d e - b e a k e d ,  c a g e d  c h i c k e n s  is much more 

l i k e l y  t o  h e e d  t h e  v e g e t a r i a n ' s  moral a r g u m e n t  t h a n  o n e  who h a s  

n o t .  I n  s h o r t ,  moral p r i n c i p l e s  d o  n o t  m o t i v a t e  u s ;  t h e  

s u f f e r i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n t e n d  t o  a l l e v i a t e  ( o r  t h e  w e a l  t h e  
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On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o n e  c a n  a r g u e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  f e t u s  is  

m e r e l y  p o t e n t i a l ,  i t  h a s  n o  r i g h t s ,  f o r  w h a t  is p o t e n t i a l  does 

n o t  e x i s t ,  a n d  w h a t  does n o t  e x i s t  c a n  h a v e  n o  r i g h t s .  On t h e  

o t h e r ,  o n e  c a n  a r g u e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  f e t u s  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  human,  

i t  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  a  human. B o t h  a r g u m e n t s  are i n  

f ac t  made. The  p r o b l e m ,  t h e n ,  i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s o r t  of 

p o t e n t i a l i t y  of t h e  f e t u s  a n d  t h e n  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  a n y  r i g h t s  

a t t a c h  t o  t h a t  s o r t  of p o t e n t i a l i t y .  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  many d i f f e r e n t  

s o r t s  of p o t e n t i a l i t y  a n d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  r i g h t s  may a t t a c h  t o  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  sor ts .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  u n f e r t i l i z e d  e g g  is a p o t e n t i a l  

human ( a n d  p h e ' n o m e n o l o g i c a l l y  seems t o  be p o t e n t i a l  i n  a way t h a t  

a s p e r m  i s ;  p e r h a p s  i t  is j u s t  a r e s u l t  of a s e x i s t  c u l t u r e  t h a t  

w e  d o  n o t  t a l k  o f  u n f e r t i l i z e d  s p e r m )  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way t h a n  a 

f e r t i l i z e d  e g g  is. A t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  s e n s e  

of p o t e n t i a l  c h a n g e s ;  a f e t u s  t h a t  c o u l d  s u r v i v e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

m o t h e r  is p o t e n t i a l l y  human i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way t h a n  a 3-week-old  

e m b r y o  is. T h e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a women's  p a r e n t s  w a n t  t o  h a v e  ( a n d  

w h i c h  are t h e  s o u r c e ,  p e r h a p s ,  o f  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  woman a n d  

h e r  p a r e n t s )  are p o t e n t i a l  i n  a n o t h e r  way. And i f  w e  l e a r n  how 

t o c l o n e  h u m a n s  from a n y  c e l l  i n  t h e i r  b o d y ,  e v e r y  c e l l  w i l l  

become a p o t e n t i a l  p e r s o n  i n  y e t  a n o t h e r  s e n s e .  

We t h u s  a re  f a c e d  w i t h  t w o  q u e s t i o n s .  I n  w h a t  w a y  is  t h e  

f e t u s  p o t e n t i a l ?  Once  w e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  w e  t h e n  

m u s t  a s k :  What r i g h t s  are d u e  a n  e n t i t y  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h a t  way. 

P h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  may n o t  be able t o  h a n d l e  e i t h e r  

q u e s t i o n  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  Y e t  i t  h a s  made a c o n t r i b u t i o n .  
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I t  is on  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  t w o  e x t r e m e  p o s i t i o n s  

I s k e t c h e d  a b o v e  c a n  be d i s c a r d e d .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  t w o  

p o s i t i o n s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  o u r  m o s t  h o n e s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  f e t u s .  I t  is  n o t  c lear  t o  m e  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  

e t h i c s  is c a p a b l e  o f  d i s c a r d i n g  t h o s e  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  ( e x c e p t  

i n s o f a r  as i t  c o v e r t l y  re l ies  upon  p h e n o m e n o l o g y  ). 

I t  is a l so  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  h a s  

b r o u g h t  t o t h e  f o r e  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  g e t  d i s c u s s e d  

f u l l y  e n o u g h  i n  t h e  a b o r t i o n  c o n t r o v e r s y :  w h a t  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

p o t e n t i a l i t y ?  

F i n a l l y ,  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  

a b o u t  a b o r t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  b r i n g i n g  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  t o  t h e  f o r e ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  is a b l e  t o  

e x p l a i n  why t h e  a b o r t i o n  q u e s t i o n  is so  p u z z l i n g .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e  

e x t r e m e  p o s i t i o n s  h a s  a n y  h e a r t  f o r  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  B o t h  are happy  

o n l y  v i e w i n g  t h e  f e t u s  i n  terms o f  a c t u a l i t y :  i t  is a c t u a l l y  

e i t h e r  a  l u m p  o f  t i s s u e  o r  a  f u l l  h u m a n  b e i n g .  Why i s  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  s u c h  a f o r e i g n  n o t i o n ?  P h e n o m e n o l o g y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  

t o  show t h a t  t h i s  e s c a p e  f r o m  p o t e n t i a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  much o f  

t h i s  a g e ;  how t h i s  h a s  o c c u r e d  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  by l o o k i n g  a t  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  W e s t e r n  t h o u g h t .  T h u s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a b o r t i o n  

q u e s t i o n  c o n f o u n d s  u s  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t o  b e  a r e s u l t  n o t  m e r e l y  o f  

s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a b o r t i o n ,  b u t  i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  a 

b r o a d e r  h i s t o r i c a l  t e m p t a t i o n .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  a b o r t i o n  

q u e s t i o n  m e a n s  r e s o l v i n g  a broader i s s u e .  T h u s ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  

e t h i c s  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  o u t  t h e  h o p e  o f  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  f i n a l  

a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Does  C o u l d  i m p l y  O u g h t ?  f a c t  C o u l d  d o e s  
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i m p l y  Ought  

What s o r t  o f  a d v i c e  w i l l  a p h e n o m e n o l o g i s t  g i v e  t o  someone  

who a s k s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n ?  S h e  w i l l  be ab le  t o  steer 

t h e  a d v i c e - s e e k e r  f r o m  some w r o n g  p a t h s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  w i l l  h a v e  

t o  d o  w h a t  h u m a n s  d o  w h e n e v e r t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  f o r  a d v i c e .  S h e  

w i l l  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  b e f o r e  h e r .  S h e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  

i n  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  or p r i n c i p l e s ;  n o r  w i l l  s h e  see t h i s  case as o n e  

i n s t a n c e  o f  a more g e n e r a l  p r o b l e m .  S h e  w i l l  n o t  t r e a t  i t  as  a n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  c o g n i t i v e  p r o b l e m  b u t  a s  a p r o b l e m  o f  f e e l i n g  s h e  

s h a r e s  w i t h  a f e l l o w  s u f f e r e r .  

B u t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e t h i c s  ( t r a d i t i o n a l  or n o t )  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  

j u d g e d  by i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  a d v i c e .  Which is j u s t  as w e l l .  

V. R i s k s  - 

C l e a r l y  t h e r e  are r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  i n  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s .  

J u s t  as c l e a r l y ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  h a s  i ts  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

B u t  t h e  r i s k s  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  are less t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

e t h i c s .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  I w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r i s k  a n d  

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  t r y  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  some o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  a 

p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s .  

The  c h i e f  r i s k  may seem t o  be t h a t  by e x p l i c i t l y  d e p e n d i n g  

o n  t h e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  g i v e s  u p  i t s  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e n o u n c e  t h e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  e t h i c s  o f  rac is ts ,  

s e x i s t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  sorts o f  b i g o t s .  

B u t  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  w i l l  n o t  r e f r a i n  f r o m  d e n o u n c i n g  

i m m o r a l i t y  o f  any s o r t .  The  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c i a n  w i l l  
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r e c o g n i z e ,  boweve r ,  t h a t  h i s  v o i c e  carr ies  o n l y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  

a n o t h e r  human. T h a t  o t h e r  e t h i c i a n s  a g r e e  d o e s  n o t  matter h e r e ;  

w h a t  c o u n t s  is  t h a t  t h e  e t h i c i a n  map h a v e  s e e n  t h r o u g h  some o f t h e  

s e l f - d p t i t h e o r i e s  t h a t  b l i n d  t h e  less r e f l e c t i v e .  H e  w i l l  

r e f r a i n  f r o m  p r o n o u n c i n g  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  as a t e c h n i q u e  f o r  

r e a c h i n g  t h e  b i g o t .  R a t h e r ,  h e  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t  is n o t  t h e  

b i g o t ' s  mind  t h a t  m u s t  b e  c h a n g e d  b u t  t h e  b i g o t ' s  way o f  e x i s t i n g  

i n  t h e  w o r l d .  To a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  t h e  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  

e t h i c i a n  w i l l  d o  w h a t  p e o p l e  o f  good s e n s e  h a v e  a l w a y s  t r i e d  t o  

d o :  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  t o  b r i n g t b e  p e o p l e  t h e  b i g o t  d e s p i s e s  s l o w l y  

i n t o  t h e  b i g o t ' s  w o r l d .  I f  t h e  b i g o t  h a t e s  B l a c k s ,  i n t e g r a t e  h i s  

f a c t o r y  and  l e t  h im  w a t c h  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w s  i n  w h i c h  B l a c k s  are 

t r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d i g n i t y  t h e y  d e s e r v e  as humans.  Most i m p o r t a n t ,  

make s u r e  t h e  b i g o t ' s  c h i l d r e n  g o  t o  i n t e g r a t e d  s c h o o l s .  The a i m  

is  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  b i g o t ' s  w o r l d  so  h e  t h a  t h e  a c c e p t s  B l a c k s  a s  

f e l l o w  s u f f e r e r s .  P u n i s h m e n t ,  s c o r n ,  a n d  e t h i c a l  a r g u m e n t s  d o  

n o t  p r o d u c e  t h e  sympa thy  w h i c h  o v e r c o m e s  b i g o t r y .  

T h e s e  t e c h n i q u e s  may seem lame a n d  t y p i c a l l y  L i b e r a l .  

P e r h a p s  t h e y  are. I f  t h e r e  are o t h e r  t e c h n i q u e s  w h i c h  w i l l  e nd  

b i g o t r y ,  b r i n g  t hem f o r t h  and  l e t  u s  d i s c u s s  them.  But  t h e  

t e c h n i q u e s  w h i c h  work w i l l  b e  o n e s  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  b i g o t r y  is 

n o t  a c o g n i t i v e  p r o b l e m  b u t  i s  a way o f  b e i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  w h i c h  

e x c l u d e s  a g r o u p  f r o m  t h e  s y m p a t h y  d u e  it. 

B e c a u s e  w e  are n o t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  p r i m a r i l y  as  k n o w e r s ,  h a b i t  

( i n  Ar i s to t l e ' s  s e n s e )  is i m p o r t a n t .  We are i n  t h e  w o r l d  as 

c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  behave .  When a way o f  b e h a v i n g  becomes  h a b i t u a l ,  

w e  mean i t  h a s  gone  f r o m  s o m e t h i n g  w e  c o n s c i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  t o  
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something pre-reflective. Therefore, the phenomenological 

ethician will encourage us to develop the right habits. 

We should note here that Aristotle's advice to develop 

virtue by finding a good man and modelling yourself on him holds 

for phenomenological ethics. We moderns want to know how we can 

tell who a good man is, but phenomenological ethics tells us that 

we all know pre-reflectively which of our friends (and which 

public figures) deserve emulation and which do not. 

But surely, then, phenomenological ethics is relative to 

one's pre-reflective situation. This we shall discuss in our 

next section. 
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V I .  R e l a t i v i s m  a n d  t h e  P r i m a  F a c i e  

I t  m i g h t  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n f u s e  w h a t  I h a v e  s a i d  s o  f a r  w i t h  

r e l a t i v i s m .  By d e f e n d i n g  m y s e l f  f r o m  t h i s  c h a r g e ,  i t  w i l l  a l so  

b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  

e t h i c s  a n d  prima f a c i e  e t h i c a l  j u d g m e n t s .  

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  a n d  r e l a t i v i s t i c  

e t h i c s  is t h e  same as t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p h e n o m e n o l o g y  a n d  

a l l  f o r m s  o f  p h e n o m e n a l i s m .  P h e n o m e n a l i s m  n o t i c e s  t h a t  a l l  w e  

h a v e  are a p p e a r a n c e s .  D o g m a t i c  p h e n o m e n a l i s m  claims t o  know. t h a t  

t h e r e  is n o  r e a l i t y  beyond  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e s ;  s k e p t i c a l  

p h e n o m e n a l i s m  a d m i t s  i t  d o e s  n o t  know i f  t h e r e  i s  r e a l i t y  beyond 

a p p e a r a n c e s .  B o t h  v e r s i o n s  o f  p h e n o m e n a l i s m  h o l d  t o  t h e  

m e t a p h y s i c a l  i d e a  o f  r e a l i t y  w h i c h  H e i d e g g e r ' s  o n t o l o g y  a t t e m p t s  

t o  show is a d e e p  error. B u t  f o r  o u r  l i m i t e d  p u r p o s e s  h e r e  i t  

w i l l  s u f f i c e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  p h e n o m e n a l i s m  m i s d e s c r i b e s  

a p p e a r a n c e s .  A s  o b j e c t s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a p p e a r a n c e s  may b e  mere 

a p p e a r a n c e s  ( a l t h o u g h  I t h i n k  t h e y  are n o t ) ,  b u t  t a k e n  

p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e y  are o u r  w o r l d ,  a n d  o u r  w o r l d  p r e s e n t s  

i t s e l f  as  b e i n g  s o m e t h i n g  more t h a n  a mere a p p e a r a n c e .  What 

p h e n o m e n a l i s m  c a l l s  a p p e a r a n c e s  are w h a t  w e  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  p o i n t  

o u t  as t h i s  c h a i r ,  t h a t  d e s k ,  t h i s  s o i l ,  t h a t  b i r d .  I t  is f i n e  

t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  are  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

t h a t  t h e y  s h o w  t h e m s e l v e s t o u s ,  b u t  o n e  m u s t  n o t  l e a v e  o u t  o f  

a c c o u n t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  s h o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o u s  a s  b e i n g r e a l  

a n d  n o t  as  b e i n g  mere a p p e a r a n c e s .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  r e l a t i v i s m  p o i n t s  t o  a  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  way w e  

l i v e  i n  o u r  w o r l d ,  b u t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t r u t h .  
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B u t  f i r s t  w e  n e e d  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  s o r t  o f  r e l a t i v i s m  w e  w i l l  

be d i s c u s s i n g .  We a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  r e l a t i v i s m  b e c a u s e  i t  m i g h t  be 

p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n f u s e  i t  w i t h  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e  s o r t  o f  r e l a t i v i s m  a t  i s s u e  i s  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  seems c lo ses t  t o  

p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s .  T h i s  r e l a t i v i s m  w i l l  s a y :  o n e ' s  moral 

v a l u e s  d e p e n d  upon o n e ' s  c u l t u r e ;  e i t h e r  t h e r e  is n o  set o f  

' r e a l '  moral v a l u e s  ( d o g m a t i c  v e r s i o n ) ,  or t h e r e  may be a set  o f  

' r ea l '  moral v a l u e s  b u t  w e  c a n n o t  know t h e m  ( s k e p t i c a l  v e r s i o n ) ,  

b u t  i n  a n y  case w e  c a n n o t  appeal  t o  t h o s e  r e a l  v a l u e s  i n  cases  o f  

c o n f l i c t ;  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  members of a c o m m u n i t y  s h a r e  moral 

v a l u e s ;  moral v a l u e s  are n o t  t o  be r e l i e d  upon.  

The  a n a l o g y  t o  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  p h e n o m e n a l i s m  l i e s  i n  t h e  

i d e a  t h a t  somehow t h e r e  is l a c k i n g  a moral r e a l i t y  b e h i n d  moral 

h p p e a r a n c e s .  Phenomenology ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  a g r e e s .  B u t ,  i t  w i l l  

r e p l y ,  i t  would  be a m i s d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  moral v a l u e s  

p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  as r e l a t i v e .  

Of c o u r s e  t h a t  is t h e  r e l a t i v i s t ' s  p o i n t :  it is b e c a u s e  

moral v a l u e s  p r s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  as n o n - r e l a t i v e  t h a t  r e l a t i v i s m  

n e e d s  t o  be s t a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y .  

The s i t u a t i o n  is complex .  F o r  some v a l u e s  do p r e s e n t  

t h e m s e l v e s  as  r e l a t i v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e t h e r  who o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  

f o r  whom i s  a g e n d e r - b a s e d  d e c i s i o n  is c l e a r l y  a matter t h a t  

c o u l d  v a r y  f r o m  c u l t u r e  t o  c u l t u r e .  O t h e r  v a l u e s  p r e s e n t  

t h e m s e l v e s  as s t u b b o r n l y  n o n - r e l a t i v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  w e  c a n  

r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s l a v e - o w n i n g  is r e l a t i v e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  w h e t h e r  

o n e  b e l i e v e s  i n  i t  h a s  much t o  d o  w i t h  o n e ' s  c u l t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y ,  

w e  s t i l l  may r e c o g n i z e  i t  as t r a n s - c u l t u r a l l y  m o r a l l y  r e p u g n a n t .  
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B u t  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a c c u r a t e .  I t  is n o t  q u i t e  

t r u e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  o f  w h o o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  

as r e l a t i v e .  I f  I a m  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  f o r  a l l ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e n d e r ,  t h e  r e l a t i v i s m  o f  t h a t  h a b i t  w i l l  n o t  

p r e s e n t  i t s e l f  as I open  t h e  d o o r .  I t  is f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  

p r e s e n t  i t s e l f  i n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s :  e i t h e r  when 

s o m e o n e  p o i n t s  i t  o u t  t o  m e ,  o r  w h e n  I a m  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  a f o r e i g n  

c o u n t r y .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I m i g h t  e v e n  b e  l e d  t o  t h i n k  i t  m o r a l l y  w r o n g ,  or  

i n t o l e r a n t ,  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  my c u l t u r e ' s  v a l u e s - -  e v e n  on  matters 

s u c h  as s l a v e r y - -  m u s t  b e  t h e  a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  o n e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  r e l a t i v i s m  p o s e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  f a l s e l y  by 

l o o k i n g  f o r  a m i s s i n g  g r o u n d  ( r e a l i t y )  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  j u s t  as 

p h e n o m e n a l i s m  p o s e s  i t s  p r o b l e m  f a l s e l y .  G r a n t e d ,  t h e r e  is n o  

g r o u n d  m o r a l l y  s e c u r e  i n  t h e  way t h a t  r e l a t i v i s m  w o u l d  l i k e .  I 

c a n  l o o k  a t  a  regime I a b h o r  a n d  b r i n g  m y s e l f  t o  d o u b t  my own 

a b i l i t y t o  m a k e c o r r e c t  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s .  I c a n  t h u s  l e t  a  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  my c o n f i d e n c e  i n  my own 

j u d g m e n t s .  And t h i s  is u s e f u l .  Bu t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t h e o r y  c a n  

s h a k e  my c o n f i d e n c e  i n  my n o n - t h e o r e t i c a l  j u d g m e n t s  d o e s  n o t  mean 

t h a t  t h e  way back  t o  c o n f i d e n c e  is t h r o u g h  t h e o r y .  R a t h e r ,  h a v i n g  

f o r  a moment wondered  i f  my h a t r e d  o f  s l a v e r y  is "mere ly1 '  

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t i v e ,  I c a n  now o p e n  m y s e l f  t o  s y m p a t h e t i c  

r e f l e c t i o n .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  s l a v e - h o l d e r s  are t l p r o d u c t s l t  o f  

t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  I may m o d e r a t e  my h a t r e d  f o r  t h e m ,  and  a l l o w  my 

s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e i r  n e e d s  as  w e l l .  I may 

e v e n  c o m e  t o  c h a n g e  some o f  my own v a l u e s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  

s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h i c h  t h e  r e l a t i v i s t ' s  c r i t i q u e  h a s  
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l i b e r a t e d .  

R e l a t i v i s m  v i e w s  m o r a l  j udgmen t  i n  t e r m s  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  n o t  

i n  t e r m s  of s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  m o r a l  

k n o w l e d g e  c a n  be s u b v e r t e d  by r e l a t i v i s m ,  and  t b a t  t h e r e  is no  

h i g h e r ,  t r a n s - c u l t u r a l  k n o w l e d g e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  T h i s  is 

b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n  o u r  t i m e s .  B u t  

m o r a l  k n o w l e d g e  is  n o t  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m o r a l  l i f e .  Sympathy 

is. 

I t  is t h i s  r o o t e d n e s s  i n  a commun i ty  w h i c b  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  

make prima f a c i e  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s .  And t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a t t e m p t  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h o s e  j u d g m e n t s  h a s  b e e n  s i m i l a r l y  d i s t o r t e d  by t h e  

f a i l u r e  t o  see w h a t  makes  prima f a c i e  j u d g m e n t s  p o s s i b l e .  

T h e c o n c e p t  o f  p r i m a  f a c i e  j u d g m e n t s  i s  v e r y  u s e f u 1 , b u t  i t  

d o e s  n o t  work  i n  q u i t e  t h e  way as h a s  b e e n  s u p p o s e d .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  l y i n g  is prima f a c i e  w r o n g ,  a n d  w e  know t h i s  t o  be  s o  

b e c a u s e  w e  need  a s p e c i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  l i e ,  w h e r e a s  t e l l i n g  

t h e  t r u t b  i s  p r ima  f a c i e  r i g h t  a n d  w e  know t b i s  t o  be  s o  b e c a u s e  

w e  d o  n o t  need  a s p e c i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  

The c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  prima f a c i e  a t t e m p t s  t o  c a p t u r e  w b a t  

p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  p o i n t s  t o ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  s o  by t r y i n g  t o  

e n s n a r e  t h e  phenomenon i n  t h e  n e t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .  To s a y  t h a t  

l y i n g  is p r i m a  f a c i e  w r o n g  i s  s i m p l y  t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  p r e -  

r e f l e c t i v e l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  is,  i n  m o s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  wrong.  

T h i s  i n s i g h t - -  t h a t  humans u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r l d  i n  m o r a l  terms-- 

h a s  been  made a c c e p t a b l e  t o  p h i l o s o p h e r s  by c o u c h i n g  i t  i n  terms 

o f t h e p r i m a  f a c i e  b e c a u s e  t h e p r i m a  f a c i e  seem t o  be  a s p e c i e s  

of p r i n c i p l e s ,  a l b e i t  n o t  a s  i n f l e x i b l e  a s  ' r e a l '  p r i n c i p l e s .  
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B u t  i n  f a c t  prima fac ie  j u d g m e n t s  are n o t  based  on  p r i n c i p l e s ;  

t h e y  are n o t  a form of k n o w l e d g e .  R a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  

of  moral u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p r e s e n t e d  i n  p s u e d o - p r i n c i p l e d  form. 

H o w  else a re  w e  t o  e x p l a i n  prima fac ie  j u d g m e n t s ?  T h e y  are  

n o t  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  r e s u l t  of p r i n c i p l e s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e y  e x p r e s s  

t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  p e r f o r m  some ac t s ,  a n d  t h e  e a g e r n e s s  

w i t h  w h i c h  w e  c o n t e m p l a t e  o t h e r s .  When c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p e r m i t  or  

r e q u i r e u s  t o p e r f o r m  a n  a c t  w h i c h  i s p r i m a  f a c i e  w r o n g ,  w e  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  perform t h e  ac t  g i n g e r l y .  We r e c o g n i z e  i n  s u c h  

cases t h a t  e x t r a  care m u s t  be t a k e n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  as  

h a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  w a r  w e  are a l l o w e d  t o  k i l l ,  t h e  prima 

facie w r o n g n e s s  of k i l l i n g  a c t s  as  a r e s t r a i n t  w h i c h  g e t s  

f o r m a l i z e d  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of w a r . [ A r t i c l e  i n  S t e r b a ' s  g e n .  moral 

a n t h . 1  What h a n g s  o v e r  u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is n o t  a p r i n c i p l e .  A f t e r  
P 

a l l ,  w i t h i n  t h e  realm of p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  w e  are i n  t h e  

c lear ,  for  w e  are n o t  c o n t r a v e n i n g  a p r i n c i p l e ,  f o r  w e  are n o t .  

R a t h e r ,  w e  s i m p l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is c o m p l e x :  o u r  

s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t e l l s  u s  w e  m u s t  do w h a t  i n  n o r m a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  we  w o u l d  n o t ,  a n d  w e  are aware t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  i n  

t h i s  case i t  is  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e r e  are s t i l l  u n f o r t u n a t e  e f f e c t s  o f  

o u r  ac t .  T h u s ,  i n  w a r  k i l l i n g  is  p e r m i t t e d  b u t  r e s t r a i n e d  n o t  

b e c a u s e  of a c l a s h  of p r i n c i p l e s  b u t  b e c a u s e  o u r  s y m p a t h y - -  w h i c h  

n o r m a l l y  f o r b i d s  k i l l i n g - -  s t i l l  te l ls  u s  t h a t  k i l l i n g  is 

p e r m i t t e d  b u t  m o r a l l y  u n d e s i r a b l e .  
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V I I .  G i v i n g  Adv ice  - 

What c h a n g e s  i f  w e  a d o p t  a  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s ?  We w i l l  

s t i l l  a n a l y z e  i s s u e s  and  c o n c e p t s .  W e  w i l l  s t i l l  a r g u e  w i t h  o n e  

a n o t h e r .  But  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e e i n g  e t h i c s  a s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  

p r o b l e m s  w e  w i l l  see it i n s t e a d  a s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

moral d i m e n s i o n  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  l i v e  i n  

sympathy  w i t h  f e l l o w  s u f f e r e r s .  

Oddly  e n o u g h ,  howeve r ,  d e s p i t e  no l o n g e r  b e i n g  c e n t e r e d  on  

p r o b l e m s ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  I t h i n k  r e v i t a l i z e s  a n d  

i n t e g r a t e s  wha t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  e t h i c s  seems t o  b e  a mere 

i n t e r r u p t i o n :  t h e  g i v i n g  o f  a d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who s e e k  i t  f rom u s .  

A l though  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  o u r  a c a d e m i c  i n t e r e s t s  

i n  e t h i c s ,  t h e r e  is n o  e s c a p i n g  them.  They are b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  

by s t u d e n t s  and  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  community who t h i n k  w e  c a n  

h e l p .  T h e s e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e a l  p r o b l e m s ,  p r o b l e m s  a l i v i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l  is h a v i n g  w i t h  h e r  or h i s  l i f e .  

Why d o  p e o p l e  come t o  p h i l o s o p h e r s  f o r  a d v i c e  on  moral 

i s s u e s ?  The  f a c t  o f  t h e  matter is  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  do  n o t .  

T h i s  is j u s t  as w e l l  g i v e n  wha t  I h a v e  a r g u e d  is t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  

o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e t h i c s .  I f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e t h i c s  had  s p e c i a l  

access t o  some set o f  p r i n c i p l e s  or r u l e s ,  t h e n  p e r h a p s  w e  c o u l d  

g i v e  a d v i c e .  F a i l i n g  t h a t ,  w e  c a n  g i v e  n o  a d v i c e .  Bu t  t h a t  d o e s  

n o t  mean t h a t  w e  do  n o t  g i v e  s o m e t h i n g .  

T h e r e  are t h e s e  d a y s  p h i l o s o p h e r s  who are h i r e d  t o  g i v e  

a d v i c e .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  f o u n d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  u s e f u l .  

But  t h e  a d v i c e  t h e y  g i v e  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t i c  a c c o u n t s  

I h a v e  r e a d )  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i s t  of a series o f  p r i n c i p l e s  which are 



then a p p l i e d .  They seem t o  s e r v e  t w o  p u r p o s e s ,  e a c h  v e r y  

v a l u a b l e .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  u s e  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  s k i l l s  t o  h e l p  c l a r i f y  

t h e  i s s u e s .  S e c o n d ,  t h e y  t r y  t o  w iden  t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  w o r l d  of 

t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d :  t h e  d o c t o r s  are t o  be s u r e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

p a t i e n t s  a s  f e l l o w  s u f f e r e r s ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s  l i k e w i s e  are t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d o c t o r s  as s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e i r  own way. 

T h e r e  is a  t h i r d  f u n c t i o n  o f  a d v i c e  as w e l l ,  wh i ch  I h a v e  no  

d o u b t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  i n  h o s p i t a l s  f u l f i l l  a l s o :  t h e  

s y m p a t h e t i c  w o r l d  must  be o p e n e d  u p  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  p e r s o n  g i v i n g  

t h e  a d v i c e .  T h i s  seems t o  m e  t o  b e  a n  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  g i v i n g  a d v i c e .  I t  may n o t  r e s u l t  i n  a c h a n g e  i n  

t h e  f u t u r e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  a d v i c e - s e e k e r ,  b u t  i t  a f f i r m s  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  wh ich  w e ,  as p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  s h o u l d  wan t  

a f f i r m e d  and  t h u s  m a i n t a i n e d :  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e m a i n i n g  

t h o u g h t f u l  e v e n  w h i l e  i n  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  o n e ' s  s u f f e r i n g .  

L e t ' s  s a y  a s t u d e n t  h a s  come t o  u s  f o r  a d v i c e .  T h i s  means 

h e  is s u f f e r i n g .  We are f l a t t e r e d  t h a t  h e  c h o s e  u s ,  b u t  t h e  

compl imen t  t u r n s  s o u r  when i t  t u r n s  o u t  h e  is  e x p e c t i n g  a n  e a s y  

a n s w e r  ( " T h e r e  are no  e a s y  a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  t h e s e  ..." 1. 

The p r o b l e m  is t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  we know t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  R i g h t  

L i f e  and  c a n  h e l p  a p p l y  t h em i n  h i s  case. 

H e  may even  t h i n k  a b o u t  h i s  p r o b l e m  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .  

But  if h e  h o l d s  t o  a p r i n c i p l e  wh ich  c o n f l i c t s  e i t h e r  w i t h  a d e e p  

d e s i r e  o r  a n o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e ,  i f  h e  is h o l d i n g  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

f o r  some u n d i s c u s s a b l e  r e a s o n - -  r e v e l a t i o n ,  p i g - h e a d e d n e s s - -  

t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w e  c a n  do f o r  h im e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  t r y  t o  release 

him f rom t h e  g r i p  sf t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  I f ,  as i s  f a r  more l i k e l y ,  



h e  h o l d s  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n o t  f o r  i t s  own s a k e  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  

become t h e  s i g n  o f  some o t h e r  v i r t u e  ( h i s  c h a s t i t y  is  a  s i g n  o f  

m o r a l  p u r i t y ,  h i s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  h a z i n g  i s  a  s i g n  o f  

h i s  d i g n i t y  a n d  s e r i o u s n e s s ) ,  t h e n  w e  n e e d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  i n t o  what  i t  s t a n d s  fo r .  Now w e  h a v e  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  

p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p r o b l e m  b e g i n s  t o  l o o k  more l i k e  t h e  

u s u a l  s o r t  o f  c o n f l i c t  o f  desires. I n  e i t h e r  case, most times i f  

t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a d v i c e  b e g i n s  w i t h  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i t  

c a n n o t  r e m a i n  t h e r e  a n d  b e  h e l p f u l .  

S o  w h a t  c a n  w e  d o  f o r  a s t u d e n t  who comes t o  u s  f o r  a d v i c e ?  

We c a n  h e l p  c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e s .  Maybe o n c e  t h e y  are c lea r ,  t h e  

c o n f l i c t  w i l l  v a n i s h  or  be e a s i l y  r e s o l v a b l e .  Bu t  s u c h  cases are 

r a r e ,  a n d  e v e n  more r a r e l y  are t h e y  s e r i o u s  or d e e p  p r o b l e m s .  

More i m p o r t a n t ,  w e  c a n  l e t  him t r y  o n  d i f f e r e n t  s o l G t i o n s  

a n d  h e l p  h i m  t o  see how t h e y  s u i t  h im.  What would  i t  be l i k e  t o  

l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  as a  h a r d - h e a r t e d  l o u t  who d o e s n ' t  care a b o u t  

how o t h e r s  f e e l ?  What would  i t  be l i k e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  as  

someone  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a  coward?  What would  i t  be l i k e  t o  l i v e  

i n  t h e  w o r l d  as  someone who d e s e r t e d  h i s  m o t h e r  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  

p a t r i o t i c  d u t y ?  I t  may be easier t o  d o  t h i s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 

someone  h e  d o e s n ' t  know too w e l l ,  j u s t  as  i t  may be easier t o  

u n d r e s s  i n  f r o n t  of s t r a n g e r s  i n  a c h a n g i n g  room t h a n  i n  f r o n t  o f  

a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of g i v i n g  a d v i c e  i s  t o  r e s p o n d  

t r u t h f u l l y  b u t  g e n t l y  when t h e  s t u d e n t  a s k s ,  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y ,  "How 

d o  you l i k e  t h i s  o n  m e ?  Does  i t  s u i t ? "  

B u t  w e  are n o t  j u s t  a n  o c c a s i o n  for  t h i s  sor t  o f  p r o j e c t i o n .  

N e i t h e r  are w e  t h e r e  m e r e l y  t o  comiserate a n d  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  

w o r l d  c a n  b e  h a r d .  F r i e n d s  d o  t h a t  b e t t e r  t h a n  a d v i s o r s  do .  



P a r t  o f  o u r  p a r t  i n  t h e  d r a m a  o f  a d v i c e - i s  t o  a l l o w  o u r s e l v e s  t o  

b e  s a d d e n e d  by t h e  w o r l d  w h i c h  b a s  s a u d e n e d  t h e  a d v i c e - s e e k e r ,  

b u t  t o  do s o  i n  a  s p e c i a l  way. By s h a r i n g  t h e  b u r d e n - -  t h e  

s a d n e s s ,  t h e  a n g e r ,  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - -  a n d  y e t  r e m a i n i n g  

t h o u g h t f u l ,  w e  s h o w  t h a t  i t  r e m a i n s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e m a i n  a t t a c h e d  

t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  v a l u e  a n d  a l s o  t o  be a b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  f r o m  

beyond  t h e  clamor of o u r  p a s s i o n s .  

F o r  t h e  f a c t  is t h a t ,  as  is  o b v i o u s ,  human s y m p a t h y  h a s  n o  

n a t u r a l  e x t e n t .  We c a n  be e d u c a t e d  t o  h a v e  o u r  s y m p a t h i e s  s t o p  

s h o r t  a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s h a d e  o f  s k i n .  J u s t  a s  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  c a n  h e l p  e n l a r g e  t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  w o r l d  of t h e  

a d v i c e - s e e k e r s ,  so  w e  a l l  c a n  h e l p  d o  t h a t  a s  w e l l .  B u t  w e  a l s o  

b e g i n  t o  h e a l  t h e  wound,  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n ,  c a u s e d  by  b e l i e f  i n  

p r i n c i p l e s  i f  w e  s h a r e  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  y e t  r e m a i n  t h e  

t h o u g h t f u l  p e r s o n  who f i r s t  commanded t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  

s u f f e r i n g  s t u d e n t .  

And w h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  g o o d a d v i c e ?  W h a t  o f  cases i n  w h i c h  

t h e r e  i s  n o  s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  w h i c h  n o r e s p o n s e  s u i t s  

t h e  s t u d e n t ?  When a l l  a v e n u e s  a re  c l o s e d  a n d  w e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  n o  

o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ?  Then  w e  f e e l  t h e  p a i n  a n d  w i t h  r e l u c t a n c e  

r e m i n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  i s  u n f a i r  enough  t o  c o n t a i n  

p r o b l e m s  w i t h  n o  s o l u t i o n s .  Most i m p o r t a n t  w e  l e t  t h e  s t u d e n t  

know t h a t  w e  h a v e  l e t  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  t o u c h  u s  too .  F o r  some 

r e a s o n  I c a n n o t  f a t h o m ,  i t  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  u s  t o  bear o u r  own 

s u f f e r i n g  i f  o t h e r s  bear i t  as w e l l .  I t  is  n o t  a p h y s i c a l  w e i g h t  

w h i c h  r e a l l y  is l i g h t e r  t h e  m o r e h a n d s  h e l p  l i f t  i t .  Y e t  k n o w i n g  

t h a t  o t h e r s  care m a k e s  l i f e  easier.  



' d  

we s a y ,  "Let  me know if t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  I c a n  d o  t o  h e l p .  

And l e t  m e  know how i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  o k ? "  I f  a d v i c e  m e a n s  

s o l u t i o n s ,  w e  may h a v e  g i v e n  n o  a d v i c e .  B u t  i f  i t  m e a n s  h e l p i n g  

t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  a p r o b l e m ,  t h e n  w e h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  best  a d v i c e  w e  

c a n .  

I f  p r i n c i p l e d  p h i l o s o p h y  w o r k e d  w e l l ,  t h e n  p h i l o s o p h y  o u g h t  

t o  do w e l l  a t  g i v i n g  a d v i c e ,  t h e  so r t  o f  a d v i c e  t h a t  s o l v e s  

p r o b l e m s .  B u t  w e  are n o t  a s k e d .  We c a n n o t  g i v e  t h e  s o r t  o f  

c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e d  p h i l o s o p h y  o u g h t  t o  y i e l d .  And i f  w e  

c o u l d ,  w e  w o u l d  d o i t w i t h o n l y t h e  f a s t e s t r e f e r e n c e t o t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  case, for  t h e  p o i n t  a b o u t  p r i n c i p l e s  is 

t h a t  t h e y  are g e n e r a l .  

B u t  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  is n o t  so  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w i n g  

t h e  w o r l d .  R a t h e r ,  w e  w a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  a n d  l i v e  i n  it 

p r o p e r l y .  P h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  does n o t  p r o m i s e  t o  l i f t  

u s a b o v e  t h e  world so  t h a t  we m i g h t  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  d i c t a  by w h i c h  

i t  o u g h t  t o  move. I t  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  t h e  h o p e  of r e f o r m i n g  

o n e s e l f  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  new b l u e p r i n t .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  b r i n g s  t h e  

c h a n c e  t o  w e e p  more o f t e n  a n d  rejoice m o r e  p r o f o u n d l y  i n  a h a r d  

wor ld  i n  w h i c h  a c t i o n  o f t e n  f a i l s  a n d  o n l y  s y m p a t h y  r e m a i n s .  
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